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Welcome
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OFR Database Development

• Background:  Who, when, where, how and why
• Consistent data collection across jurisdictions
• Compare across jurisdictions and aggregate several jurisdictions’ data
• Pilot—data collection
• What is missing, challenges in collection
• Template data reports
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OFR Database Pilot Site Selection
• The OFR database pilot site selection solicitation funds local, state, and tribal OFR 

initiatives to use and provide feedback on the standardized OFR database 
developed by the OFR National Data Workgroup
– Up to 15 OFR initiatives will be selected for an award of up to $20,000 each for a 

12-month period

• This funding announcement was released through BJA’s training and technical 
assistance provider, IIR

• The solicitation can be found at 
https://www.cossapresources.org/Content/Documents/Funding/OFR_Database_
Pilot_Site_Solicitation.pdf

• Applications are due July 7, 2020, at 5:00 p.m., ET
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OFR Database
• Four main sections:

– OFR team meeting details 
– Decedent case information 

• Demographics 
• Cause of death 
• Overdose and death scene investigation 
• Interventions following the overdose 
• History of life circumstances and immediate 

stressors before the overdose 

– Community context 
– Recommendations

Available online: 
https://www.cossapresources.org/C
ontent/Documents/Articles/OFR_Da
tabase_Guidance.pdf
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OFR Database 
Pilot Site Selection

• Eligibility:  Interested and 
experienced OFR initiatives 
– Regardless of funding source

• Preference will be given to 
applicants with an established OFR 
team that can demonstrate a history 
of reviewing cases, collecting case-
level data, and has access to 
REDCap

• Peer review process coordinated by 
IIR
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Applicant Requirements OFR Pilot Sites

1. Experience successfully implementing overdose fatality reviews 
including, but not limited to, a documented history of: 
a. Reviewing at least 30 overdose deaths 

b. Collecting OFR case-related data 

c. Storing OFR case-related data in a secure location 

d. Existing data sharing agreements and data storing protocols
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Applicant Requirements OFR Pilot Sites

2. Commitment to implementing OFRs and collecting data using the 
pilot OFR database, including: 
a. Having REDCap installed on-site and accessible to OFR program staff 

b. Planning to complete at least 16 case reviews from September 1, 2020, 
through August 31, 2021 

c. Planning to input data from all case reviews in the four OFR REDCap
database modules (OFR administration, case data, community context, 
and recommendation) 
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Applicant Requirements OFR Pilot Sites

3. Commitment to participate in the OFR database pilot evaluation 
activities, including: 
a. Participating in scheduled, monthly data user group calls 
b. Attending a 1½-day, in-person convening in the spring or summer of 2021, if 

feasible due to COVID-19 response 
c. Completing periodic evaluation forms and scheduled telephone interviews about 

the experience using the OFR database 
d. Working with IIR and a contracted database developer to establish a data sharing 

agreement to allow unidentifiable data to be uploaded to the national database
e. Uploading unidentifiable data to the national database for analysis at the end of 

the project period 
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OFR Database Pilot 
Site Selection: 
100 Points

• Background and experience (35 
points)

• Plans to use the OFR database (35 
points)

• Commitment to pilot evaluation 
activities (25 points)

• Project budget (5 points)
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Submission Requirements
• Applicant cover sheet

• Project narrative (seven pages maximum)
– Background and experience 

– Plans to use the OFR database

– Commitment to pilot evaluation activities

• Required attachments
– OFR data sharing agreement

– OFR data storing protocol

– List of variables currently collected or a copy of the data collection 
instrument

– List of OFR members and staff

– Sample OFR meeting agenda

– Sample OFR meeting minutes (including participants in attendance)

– Documentation that the applicant has access to the REDCap
application, or will by September 1, 2020

– Two letters of support from key data providing members (at least 
one from the following:  medical examiner/coroner, law 
enforcement, or behavioral health)

• Optional attachments
– Copy of a report using/highlighting OFR data 

and/or findings

– State legislation/statute language allowing for 
collecting and storing OFR case data

– Applicant-selected additional attachments

• Budget worksheet

• Indirect cost rate agreement (if applicable)
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Submission Process

• Email a copy of the Adobe PDF files 
listed in the application to 
cossap@IIR.com with the subject 
heading: 
“OFR Database Pilot Site Selection 
[Agency name] Application”
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Timeline

Applications due:  July 7, 
2020, at 5:00 p.m., ET

7 July 2020, 5:00 P.M.

Notification of selected pilot 
sites:  No later than August 3, 
2020

3 August 2020

Contracts executed with 
selected pilot sites

1 September 2020

Kick-off meeting and 
orientation webinar for new 
pilot sites

15 September 2020
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Volunteer Pilot 
Sites

• Eligibility:  Interested OFR initiatives
• Requirements:  Access to REDCap

and plans to collect and input review 
and recommendation data

• Timeline:  Starting September 1, 
2020

• Opportunity:  Store data in a 
standardized database, provide 
feedback on use, and upload data to 
the national database
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How to Get Set Up With REDCap
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REDCap Background

• REDCap is a secure Web application for building and managing online 
surveys and databases

• REDCap can be installed in compliance with such standards as HIPAA, 
21 CFR Part 11, FISMA

• Software is available at no cost for REDCap Consortium partners
• Seamless data downloads to Excel, PDF, and common statistical 

packages (SPSS, SAS, Stata, R)



18

REDCap Access

Please first review the 
partners page to see if 
there’s a REDCap system 
already available to you
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How To Access REDCap
• If your organization is not listed on the partners page, or if you are unable to use your organization’s 

existing system(s), then please explore the three options below.
1. Nonprofit organizations can join the global REDCap Consortium.  This allows the nonprofit organization to 

install/administer REDCap on their local servers to use for work based at the organization.  To learn more, please review 
the technical infrastructure needed to support REDCap.  Each partner site is independently responsible for software 
installation, maintenance, and user support.  Coordinate with your organization’s IT department and ensure they are 
willing and able to support a REDCap system for your organization.  Next, refer to the licensure page to learn about 
joining the consortium and to find the End-User License Agreement.  Coordinate with your organization’s leadership 
about this step.  Please also review the section LICENSING & THE CONSORTIUM on this page for answers to common 
questions about this option.

2. REDCap Cloud (https://www.redcapcloud.com/) is a third-party company which offers fee-based hosting in their custom 
version of REDCap.  Commercially sponsored research studies being led by a for-profit organization and which need a 
system maintained in compliance with 21 CFR Part 11 (often required for FDA-type studies) should explore REDCap
Cloud.  Their company is separate to our licensing and the REDCap Consortium.  NOTE:  Commercially sponsored 
research studies being led by a nonprofit organization are also eligible for this option, if they prefer not to join the 
consortium and self-host.

3. Vanderbilt’s own REDCap system (redcap.vanderbilt.edu) can be used for a monthly fee.  Please contact us 
at redcap@vumc.org for more information about this alternative.
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REDCap Installation and Questions

• To join the consortium (and subsequently obtain the REDCap source 
code), a valid, end-user license agreement between Vanderbilt 
University and your organization must be executed

• Your organization may require acknowledgment, approval, direct 
consent, or direct involvement from your director of technology 
transfer, general counsel, IT department, or other leadership before 
submitting the license

• Installation and technical requirements:  
https://projectredcap.org/software/requirements/
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REDCap Support

• REDCap is not difficult to support; one support person can manage 
hundreds of projects, given appropriate technical resources and user 
expectations

• All IT support must come from within your organization’s own internal 
IT department.  Contracting (even with unpaid volunteers) is NOT
permitted, per the license terms.  The technical staff MUST be 
affiliated with your organization (i.e., employees), not third-party 
software vendors or service providers
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REDCap Questions

• Visit:  www.projectredcap.org
• Email:  redcap@vumc.org
• Post a question:  ofr@cossapresources.org
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How to Access the OFR Database
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Access the OFR Database

• OFR Database Guidance PDF Online:  Now
• Database Overview Webinar:  Late summer 2020
• Database REDCap Product:  September 2020
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Development of OFR Database

• IIR has contracted with a REDCap database developer
• Possible modifications will be made over the summer
• Launch of the OFR database will be in September 2020
• Selected paid pilot sites will be contacted by IIR
• Online application will be available on the COSSAP Resource website 

and sent out via email exchange platform late summer 2020
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Please email cossap@iir.com with any questions 
about the solicitation.  IIR will coordinate with BJA 

to ensure that you receive a timely response 


